This is the second book in the series Shared Responsibility in International Law, which examines the problem of distribution of responsibilities among multiple states and other actors. In its work on the responsibility of states and international organisations, the International Law Commission recognised that attribution of acts to one actor does not exclude possible attribution of the same act to another state or organisation. However, it provided limited guidance for the often complex question of how responsibility is to be distributed among wrongdoing actors. This study fills that gap by shedding light on principles of distribution from extra-legal perspectives. Drawing on disciplines such as political theory, moral philosophy, and economics, this volume enquires into the bases and justifications for apportionment of responsibilities that can support a critique of current international law, offers insight into the justification of alternative interpretations, and provides inspiration for reform and further development of international law. 
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vii Editors' preface ix This book series provides new perspectives on responsibility problems that arise from the increasing number of situations in which states, international institutions, and other actors engage in concerted action in the pursuit of common objectives. While such concerted action generally aims to provide beneficial outcomes, all too often it has resulted in harmful ones. If that is the case, the multiplicity of actors involved in the concerted action may complicate the determination and implementation of international responsibility. The book series examines the grounds on which international law does and should allow for shared responsibility between all actors involved, and how it can be developed in a way that better enables the determination and implementation of shared responsibility.
This first volume of the book series, Principles of Shared Responsibility in International Law: An Appraisal of the State of the Art (2014) laid the groundwork for the series as a whole, by critically reviewing the established principles of international responsibility as developed by the International Law Commission (ILC) -that are widely considered to be the state of the art in the law of international responsibility -from the perspective of shared responsibility. That volume concluded that while these principles are highly flexible, and often will allow for the determination and/or implementation of shared responsibility, they do not provide much guidance for the often complex questions of distribution of international responsibility.
Against this background, the present (second) volume of the book series considers, from extra-legal perspectives, how responsibility can and perhaps should be distributed among multiple wrongdoing actors.
Given that international law often provides no clear direction for such distribution, it engages in a fundamental enquiry into the normative bases and justifications for apportionment of responsibilities that could support an articulation of critique of current international law, and provide a basis for reform.
The third volume of the series (The Practice of Shared Responsibility in International Law) will explore the practice of shared responsibility in international law. Based on the recognition that the applicable rules and procedures for shared responsibility differ between particular issue-areas, it will map relevant practices of shared responsibility in more than forty issue-areas. This will enable an assessment of the fit of the prevailing principles of international responsibility, and provide further building blocks for a critique of the existing law, further development of the law, and eventually a broader theory of shared responsibility.
On the basis of the material in these first three volumes, a separate volume will consolidate the insights on the state of the law, and the possibilities for further development, into a new theory for shared responsibility in international law.
The present volume comprises fifteen substantive chapters, including a comprehensive introductory chapter. Drafts of the chapters for this volume were discussed at a seminar on 30 and 31 May 2013 in Amsterdam.
The research leading to this book has received funding from the European Research Council under the European Union's Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013)/ERC grant agreement n°249499, as part of the SHARES research project carried out at the ACIL.
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